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Right Reverend Father in God, ** 


]J O H N, 


Lord Biſhop of NORWICH. 


My Lord, - 


OUR Lordſhip's pleaſure to have 

this Sermon publiſhed, is founded 

( as 1 ſuppoſe) upon this Opini- 

m:; That the Meditations it contains 
we uſeful, though obvious ; and have 
a genuine force, though not ſet off with 
Illuſtration, or enforced (© as they 
meht have been_) with artificial Argu- 
ments. Indeed my aim in preaching it, 
was only to be a Remembrancer 0 


[ſuch appoſete, and ſeaſonable T ruths, as 


2 might 


Cn 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


might merit to be conſedered ; and the 
conſideration of which might promote in 
#5 of the Clergy, 4 faithful , wiſe and 
cloſe attendance on our Miniſterial Charge, 
To which end, if the Publication may 
in ahy fort ſerve ; 1 am abundantly re- 
warded for my Labour, and ſhall ever 
rejoice in my Obedience to your Lordſhip's 
Commands ; Which however ſhall be 
always moſt readily obſerved by 


' Your moſt Humble, 


and Dautitul Servant, 


Geo. RavmonD. 


).. 
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EPHES. IV. 28. 


For the perfefting of the Saints , for the work of 
the Miniſtry , for the edifying of the Body of 


( briſt. 


S$2MEH, Have thought it unneceſſary in this 
& Auditory, to travel into the Con- 

SL text, or ſpend any of the time in 
Yes unfolding the Text : but have de- 
& figned only to ofter to your medi- 
*#Þ tation, ſuch uſeful Obſervations, 
and praCtical Remarks, as the 
words furniſh, ſuitable to our preſent Occaſion. 
The general Inſtruction contain'd in them 1s this ; 
viz. That the Sacred Miniſtry appointed by Chriſt 
in his Church, when he aſcended up: into Heaven, 
is a ſignal Pledge of his love to, and care for it. 
For whether that Miniſtry were: Extraordinary, and: 
to. continue for a time only, as that of the == 
ltles, 
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—— 
——— 


[*] The original notion of the 
word xg]aeniGev is to compatt or 
knit together either members in 
a Body, or parts in a Building, 
Exod. Is, 11. Pſal. 49, 6. more 


as the building of a Houſe 15 the 
perfeQting of it. So Heſychius, zg]ap- 


Toe, valanieudoa, TA" Tas, 


| ſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts ; or whether 0rd:- 
1 »ary and Perpetual, as Paſtors and Teachers ; the 
p end of both 1s for the perfeiting of the Saints, and 
for the edifying of the body of Chriſt. 


largely it ſignifies, tQ prepare ,- 
corroborate ; and laſtly, to perf a, - 


Srge@oas, Ham. in 2 Cor. 13.11, C7 


— 


5 'T x#lapliomy,] Por the 
compatting (* ] or knitting toge- 
ther ,- the, 'Saints, or Chriſtians 
ſanCtified unto God, by their Cal. 
ling, and fellowſhip in the Goſpel 
ofi/hisSon.- And this may aftord ns 
the firſt uſeful Note or Obſervation 3 
viz, iſt, That regular communi- 


.on and fellowſhip among Chriſti. 


ans, is neceſſary to the-editication of 
the Church : But the Separatift (whatever his Pre. 
tence be) neither edifieth himſelf, nor the Church 
of God. As a Houſe is finiſhed by compaCting its 
ſeveral Materials ; ſo Miniſters edity the Church of 
Chriſt, by holding Chriſtians together in Unity and 
Peace, in orderly Aſſemblies, and regular Commu- 
nion. This Chapter contains an Exhortation to 
Chriſtian Unicy ; and this is one Argument by 
which th, Anoſtle: preſſeth it : v/z, That the Mi- 
viſtcy: leir by-Chritt jn his Church, as the greateſt 
Pledge Gi; his kindncis, may have a conſummate 
effet, and fully anſwer the ends of his Love. For 
verſe 16. From Chriſt the whole boay fitly joined toge- 
ther, and ccmpatted by that which ev:ry joint ſapplieth, 
according to the effetfual working in the meaſare of cvery 
part, maketh yncreaſe of the body unto the edifying of it 
ſelf in love, They therefore prophane the Viniltry 
they pretend go, and deſtroy the Church which 
they ſhould egity, who are the Authors 2nd Aber- 
tors 


Dn O—_ 


.Primary-Kiſttation, - &C:- r] 


tors of uncharitable Schiſms, cauſele, and tinchri. 
ſtian Separations, He'thar hath 'not-more' rephrd 
to Chriſtian Unity, and''the Churches peace” *than' 
to his own Honour, Humour or Intereſt, wants the 
Spirit of a Miniſter of Chriſt ; is like to make 
fad Work, and to give-a dreadful Account of the 
Miniſtry committed to, or aſſumed by him. And 
they who forſake their regular Miniſters (*) for (5) pexpiati- 
better Eaification,, purer Ordinances ,' or upon the { & gravis 
new pretence of _Ab/olute Loyalty , do- as a Man 0 
that: pulleth down his Houſe for the' more eaſy fone prgare, 
coming at the Roof, to mend the Tiles, or beau- Cyr. de U- 
tify the Ceiling. But I will not enlarge upon this **,,.1 1. 
Note. re conſtitut,aut 


, | | ſacerdotium 
novum fiert preter unum altare , & unum ſacerdotium non poteſt ; Quiſquis alibi collegerit, 
ſpargit : Procul ab hujuſmodi hominum contagione diſcedite ; vitate lupos qui vyes a Paſtore 
Jecernunt. 1d. Ep. 40. 


2. We may obſerve, That the: Office of Mini- 
ſters doth re __ the Body, or Church of Chriſt ; 
and private Chriſtians in orderto the whole as Mem- 
bers of. the Body, The perfeiting of the Saints , is 
ia- order to the edifying, 'and conſummating-of the 
Boay of Chrif.  Whence it: follows, that the 'Go- 
yernors..of 'the; Church muſt take'tſucty order ; as 
tends to General Edification; and''may<nor'confſult 
the Opinion, Fancy, or real Benefit of fone indi- 
vidual Chriſtians, to the detriment and offence'sf 4 
conſiderable Body of Chiſtians ; much more of the 
whole Chriſtian Church.: ' Nether may: Miniſters - 
gratify the defircs-of private Chriſtians, to the breachi 
of p»blick Order.” It becometh private Perſons to be 
modeft, and traQtable to: publick Diſcipline, -_ 
they. 
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they be found guilty of obſtrufQting the Work of the 
Miniſtry, and fruſtrating the tender Love of Chriſt 
to his Church: Whilſt they are ſo perverſe, that if 
they be not gratified in every thing, (and yer fo fickle 
as ſcarce to know whar pleaſeth them ;) all muſt 
go to wrack and confuſion by their obftinate Separa- 
tions. Indeed an excellent Prudence, generous 
Charity, tender Compaſſion to the Infirmuties and 
Prejudices of Men, are highly requiſite in the Au- 
thors of publick Conſtitutions ; but Humility and 
Modeſty becomes thoſe, who are to obſerve them ; 
and by both thefe, when they happily meet, ſhall the 
Church be edified , particular Chriftians growin 
up to perfettion by regular Submiſſion to w/e 
C——_ » ſincerely ordain'd for publick be- 
nefit. 

3. The words teach us the Divine Original of 
the-Miniſtry ; it is from Chriſt, appointed by him 
in his Church for the Edtfication thereof. Let 
men therefore fo account of ws as Armbatſadors, and 
Miniſters of Chrift ; and let us ſhew the faithful- 
weſs requiſite in Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. Chriſt hath given: to his Church Pa- 
ftors and Teachers ; and when he aſcended into 
Heaven , entfing into bis Kingdom , the'firſt At 
of his Royal Authority was the confticuting , and 
{ending theſe his 'Officers and Meſſexzers, into the 
World. He fent the firſt with a power to pro- 
vide themſelves Succeilors, for he promileth to be 


[<] Matt. 20. With them to: the end'-of the World (©), He gave 


20, 


them their (Commiſion ,” furniſhed them with 1- 


John 14-16. g,,dtions, and appointed: their Subliftence ; for 


the' Lord hath ordeived; that they who preach the Goſ+ 
gd pet, 


Fe mn Ae y V3gha pion, &c. 


96 -6p on ; x Cor. 9. 14. both 
the racers and their intenance, are Is Ordi. 
ef QIINIGO 
»O1M0 Th evO.uim! (1 ” * 
"'The Tere Li tof Nithfe tier ht Heathetis £6 
hl ifemtiabe tre hare 
dire to have af. +, (*) Out whats Divinitus, Pmei- 
for oe dev of Men, to offi-- -» fs, _, 26 ris invents at 
chire arid! preſide it cher, * And DO TV 
if fch” an ' Order” be- neceſſary , | Keiadibus Darn dmerraliun, &- 
then truſt 'there be ms known ry. Ocie ad - —_— 
and regufar way of ſeparating Per= . © 
ſhns po, and. inveſting chef with the Sacred .Office; 
otherwiſe the Office ir elf fails by- beitlg laid in * 
edimmon. | Juſtice caniiot- be adininiſtred, brit by 
fit Perſons commiſſon'd thiereunto ; nor is. it ſuſfi- 
dent eo make one a Magiſtrate, that he hath che 
Gifts and Spirit of 'Governinene , unleſs alſo he be 
4M Authorized and Appointed thereunts. .. So 
caty be no orderly Admirsſtr ation of Sacred 
atv of tht Miſtry, untels there be a 
way of ſepara vo and ordaining Perſons to 
Fon of yt if ſuck! Ordiations. AVas Jig the 0) Aft 14 
ica[tithes ge por Per= 2; 
were' defigned' tor 't Shcrdd NAA ty ae 7 
edn ifts of the Holy Ghoſt; how. much | 
more ncedful are they NY _— men muſt- fit- 


—— 


M C_—C— 


Tit: n $4 


theniſlves' for rhe: Mit Mligent Study, 30d : | 
verttous' Converſirioni® Upon which. account-?ris: go 
rp treceſfaty that ny ſhould beapowe? ' 

* of che AbHities '6f Candidates, and to pro- 


vide ior the"CHurFuMiniicrs ; duly. qualifel 1g 
officiate therem; whith Pbwer: tan't be executed , 


B nor 


& \Ferman Praha at: »be 


7 Underſtanding, Some. .contead , that, the ;Peqples 
- Call;"and others. that. che Presbyters- Hands are a 
ſufficient deſignation of any Perſon to the ſacred 


nor this ovoviſion made; without maignining a ; d 
Riinft Order. ESRATF y IIA 
In whoſe hands this Power of Ordaining is lodg, 
ed, hath been the Subject of a pernicious Contro- 
verly, 'managed. by the Authors and Abettors there- 
of, with more of the Will and Paſſion, than of the 


Office. To» which - (not -deligning Enlargement, 
nor Controverſy ). I briefly. anſwer ; That we have 
20 ſuch Coons , nor the Churches of God before us: 

7 .ifor from the beginning it was nat 


[ f ] "ang? & @ wa; ik ( 
Tu mTC9s «Jy Tue, iTw x3 v;.: 


ut; dvev Tu Emoxans, wid 


TeesCuTir® , wds diazar@r,' 


td aain®, Ignat. ;Ep- ad 
Magneſl, =* 

Ti iN meuCrrleni ee $ 
eUcyue lev 3 TY uCrnce xy ouve- 


Seevral T4 emoxans. 1d, ad; 


Trull, 
Inde (Sc. Chriſt! Aiſpoſtione).” 
per termpprum: &' Surth/Mamum: wires, 


Epiſcoporum Qrdingts, "G7 See PA J 
EpiF |,Brethren; as might baca tl ſhewed: 


tio decunrit',| wt vw 
COPOs$ conſtirifs it aut 
Eccleſiz per eoſdem Srdbeſttss. Cub ermer-. 


ſo. (f ), as; hath: been abundantly 
demonſtrated by many Learned 
Wruers, . "The. Power of Ordina- 


, tion, was from, the. peginoing lodg 


ed 4g: the,.bands,of the Bi 


-as conformable to Apoſtolical 


and.this Orger univerſally IE 


tice, and the mind of Chriſt c 

| Both the Antiqu Ity!: ang ,lloiverla- 

MKE99 Oh this, practice, is 6 onfeſſed onfoſſed, by 
molt learned of our \Dilenga 


andcertainlythe Controverſie,with 


tur, Cypr. Epilt; 24%. oo3 90G on irelp ect, to preſent pradice, would 


(®) Mec Epi tut cn 4 perch, bn ba dacdled anould bat our, ſaid 


qui Evangelica 


one contemptdg! gk ink. urcedent\ a. o Brethre) Sinand ippareally con 


Jeipſo ortus et. Cyps.y.,76, vor 


Conſtat id eſſe ab Apolt olis' T 
dirum , qued apud El 
£46 fuerit Jcren on." cru fre 
Marc. 4. 5. F«..,, —— 


& wo-or t thiogs:; 
(9b, "FE uſage of qur Church 
n this; matter is conform to the 

\ Primyjive and 4 Conltane PraQice of 


the 


RS 6 > 1 IT "7 - 


——EEEY 


o8_ 


PT on 


p—_—_—_— 


_ 
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C3 
” 


the Chorthev'of Chrift;ard that the' 
Laws only 'require- Obediente 'to - 
good: Order, but'do —_— 


this 
any\Peclaration of their 'Opitii 
conterning'” it That” Epiſcopal 
Ordination''doth nor extlude, but” 
comprehends the Peoples Suffrage, 
and the Presbyters hands. © (®) That 
they do not alledge'! *much leſs 
prove the Biſhops preſiling in'this 
matter, to be,ſinful ; therefore 4 Se- 
piration from the NationaF Church' 
upon:;that account, mult be cauſe. 
lls-and+ ſinful. © That to! oppoſe 
eſtabliſh*'d Ordet which is not un- 
relonable, and to'afſume and ex- 
ecute an Office in contempt of 
lvh publick- Diſcipline and Con. 
ſtitution , is to walk diſorderly, 
ad work Confuſion, which is 
mt to be Followers of God and 
Chriſt (f). | 


we privatd ſententid gerere. Cypr. Ep. 6. 
re, Of mores ac merita ſingy 

') Avid enim non periculy metaere de 
ue boct ſui memores, 
wm oft, cum contumelis && contempru 


Effica 
uently*the Salvation of Men, 


B 2 


: the 'Ghurch doging 


PET | "oy | oe; | 
Habermu 'amuner ave eos, qui ab 
Apoſtolis ivſtirari ſunt Epiſcopi # 
\Eccleſais, &: / ceſſares eorum uſque ad 
v7. Tre 1.2.3.0 
'Wherd Ta Rs 1 the Fables 
jm abate aid and 
rove dtonzes ; whe Il ſeeall 
the 6M ref and” iſtocracies in 
the Wbrid tie down arid Sleep, and 
awake irito Monarchies; then will 
I begin to believe thar Pretbyterial ' 
Govidticnt having continued in 


- 
7 


the Apoſtles 
+) ently afrer ( a- 
gainſt the Apoſtles Do&rine, and 
the Will of Chiriſt ) be whic!'d 
abqur like a Scene in a Maſyue,and 
transformed -into Epiſcopacy. In 
the-mean titte', Epiſcopacy being 
confaſſed to be ſo Ancient and Ca- 
tholick, tmuſt be granted alſo to 
be Apoſtolick. Chillingw. p. 324. 

] T9) 4Enriuucey wer 
CuTvewy, Ev by Th 4% Laus 
auViig uct Tt EmexoTy, ws y08- 
Seb 22I8i9q ' my utvor {mw 76 
or 09 of ooupure d)ary, is 
oav "pps ty) evaat "Incts 5 
Xees2s: Ignat. Ep..ad Epheſ, 


times , ſhould 


4 primordio Epiſcopatus mci ftatuertn nihil ſine conſilio veſtro » © ſone conſenſu p!:biz 
a ainationibus Chrricis, fratres Charsſſimi ( Sc» Clerus '8\ Pleby), ſolemus wor ante con- 


orum communi conhlio ponderare. Cc Pr. Ep. 33. 
Ondinationes ſacerdet ales, < nifi- ſub 0 0uk acme conſcientid Abt , W/E. 68. 
emus ; quando paliqut de Precbyterit nec Evangelii, 
neque futurum domini judicium cogit antes, .quod nunquam anteceſſoribu: 
prepoſiti torym ſibi,vendicant | Cypr. Ep. 10. 
il « 1693 4 wall Ih ' . 


I will not fay (as ſome do)” char God hath ratk'd 
cy of Sacraments, atid of his Grate, and! 


to the 'PunAi- 


sof Ordination; fo that there is no work of the 


Miniſtry 


_4 Sram Paw ew "MM 


- on'are'd! 


Sas wi of? ren Fe. 
Poker EN ao" Er. (ence. os But, 'certainly. this 
yo "aid, Temes 0 be..conlidered,, Tha: 

= ok ole oa gited Iomders.of ww 

I $: - me , Ca; Ay; ; 

bs a BleM ay he of: Peace; and: Or- 
Tl wy ne E9' Fer 


 $16b Pine porcance , "and. Ting 


EE 


MOL Roan accgr ding: to 
der, of, the; Church, arg..ap 
Tea Var the or bg of 


te top oh of DB ogrtber wit chk th 
( resÞytery , , being, regyiar kay CA 

dained, way lay w TORE Tun 
Cri c,.1g; the fame, Pleads of 
ſence) Fhat they - hep tbaſſadors, ſer. by hin 
inthe Chirch,. and that by Holy Ghoſt beak mult 
Ls Overſeers, of. the, Hike - 


Ar \ "Phe: words _ us 9 refſet upon, th; 
gular r. utilizy. of we Fas 

Miniſtsy., which Chriſt hath appointed in hi 

Goh ch,"*as an inflanes of his teqder. care. over: 
Tor the edifying and conſummating thereof 
Upgn; wg Ulefyln of ur; Fun&hon,. rather. than 
ups the. conceixed; Dignity: of: any: indelible. Chars 
fer, may. we = value; our. ſelves :: and: for-thi- 
—— le to. What. their +" 

ighly 


\Rremary Fifftaszon, \&c. 


biehly in love for their works ſake, 1 Theſl, F. 


KL \ 

T important Uſeſyinels of the Office may ap. 
pear from the Charatter the Holy: Sceipeore gives 
of thoſe who are inveſted” with it, and from the 
Infances: of - their Durty: which it declares. The: 
perſons; to: whom, this truſt is. committed, ' are 
reaſon thereaf fiiled,. nov only: Paſtors and: Teachers, 
hus the: Servanrs of the Eord, 2 Tim 24 24. and ther 
ia a-ttanſeendent: ſenſe beyond'the: 19919 


reſt of: Chriſtians : F! ] yea Se 
Ry 4s-0ff God; andiof, his My/teries ; 
Rulers. over: his:Hhouſhold; to give 

their. portion: of meas inidue 


ſqaſon. ' They ane alſo called Bails: 


arsrof. that -Hlouſt,. Prefidemsand 


[+] Nangfrns; Cor: 4-14 
Ang, Rom: 15. 16; *Otxas 
Your, prueiat 98, 1 Cor. 4.1. 
Luke 12, 4a. "QuzeH wor, megs- 
ww , Tyeuluer , xuCrgrnoes, 
ovrees 8, 1 Cor. 3. g. 


Guides, in, and-over it::- Embeſſadors of Chriſt; and 
norer es together with. Gadz for- the converſion of Sin- 
Dess:,. the: edifieation of: Saints; and ſalvation of 
Souls:  Ang- tha-poarticulars of their Duty are an: 
iwerab;e: to theſe: CharaRters of: their: Perſons and 
Funttign,. 


\Fox; 1. Their-dnty:it-is-to hold Aſſemblies for 
Religious Worſhip ; and to ſee that all things there: 
4n be orderly performed, and for Edification ; .that ſo 


Ghrittiags: (: >} may. be provoked to good works, and ["] Heb. 10, 
$uih; together in love; and glorifping God with one 24, 25. 


ming, and: one mouth; may+be-edified in love; and _— I 


ipereaſe with; the. increaſe of God, So. the Seripture 
declaretty- this: inſtance of our- Miniſtry , together 
wat the .admirable fruits and benefits: of. it. 


Again, 


PE I I 


4 Sermon Preichedatt tbe na 


[*] See the 
Interrogato- 
ries in the 
Ordination 
of Prieſts. 


—— 


Apain 2dly, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the Gofpel , bringing glad tidings of | good 
things, Rom. 10.15. , 15%] 


_ Now unto this we are ordained ; and this 'is 
what we have ſolemnly vowed , viz. to feed the 
Flock with: ſound Dottrine, diligently to teach, 
and jnſtry&t out of the Holy Scriptures the Peo. 
ple committed to our charge. .{* ] Thus, the Lo. 
ving-kindneſs of our Bleed Saviour, foreſeeing the 
perpetual need of his Family, hath provided for 
their conſtant relief. That the heavenly Dodarine, 
that Bread which nouriſheth to' Eternal Life, ſhould 
conſtantly be ſet before, and-broken amongſt them : 
That the ſtudy and labour of thoſe who give them. 
ſelves to this very thing, may be profitable to ſuch 
who are encumbred with variety of Secular Afﬀairs : 
That* ſaving Knowledge may be ſo advantagiouſly 
inculcated, as to render groſs ignorance-next to im-« 
poſſible, and ſpiritual wiſdom eafily attainable : 
That by a particular application of general Truths, 
good thoughts may be inſtilPd, an good purpoſes 
trom time to time excited in the hearts of the 
People. | 


That the cogitations of mens hearts may be met 
withal, their prejudices deteCted, their Conſciences 
awakened, and preſs'd upon duty : That the Under- 
ſtanding of the Weak may be aſſiſted, and the reign- 
ing Vices and Errors of every Age and Place cor- 
rected, by men skilful to apply the Sacred Truths; 
and to preſs ſuch portions of them as are moſt apt 


and 


— 


. Primary Viſztation, &C. 


Tl 


and ſeaſonab/e : eſpecially that thoſe praftical Truths 
which men ſufficiencly know, but are willing to for. 
get, and averſe to conlider ,- by being frequently 
inculcated, pathetically urged, and ſet in a proper 
and commanding light, may make their genuine im- 
preſſions upon, and produce their /z/utary fruits in 
the hearts and lives of Chriſtians : That they may 


be frequently reminded of their ſolemn Obligations , 


and made ſenſible of the connexion between Faith 
and Holineſs, between the awowed Principles of 
their Creed, and the boznden Duties of a Chriſti- 
an Liks. ;--1ic. 4. | | | 


-, The benefits of 'this Miniſtsation are*ſo many and 
great.; that *tis hard-to' number or: weigh them, 
And the Ignorance, Barbarity and Wickedneſs of 
thoſe places where Preaching is quite omitted ,''or 
triflingly perfarmed, is a. demonſtration. of the neceſ- 
fity. and uſefulneſs. thereof... A Conſideration ſuth- 
cient of it ſelf to engage Miniſters unto a ſerious 
and faithful diſcharge ot- this part. of their ' Office, 
and Vow ; and: the/Feople to: a thankful and con- 
(cientious attendance-on this Miniſtry:, and to ftop 
the. mouths of thoſe who think Preaching to be the 
leaſt ( if any) part of our Office, and: very little of 
that ſufficient. [*] lr is certain- 


ly. becauſe ſuch mens Conſcientes [*] 7 Religionibur ſuſcpiens 
4 . - Caput ef mterpretan, JuX Vorun- 
£annot bear the light of wile and gr ect Pane 5," a eſe ideatur. 


ood. Inftruction; that :ithey' are Cicer. Orar. ad.- Porr#. 


0 willing to part with it. But 
of that more under the next Head. 


Farther, 
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- Farther, 34, We have the Office 'of' private 
Guides, as well as publick Teachets. watch 
for fan's, as thoſe that muſf'give ar account,” Heb. +5. 
17. We muſt feed the flock, rating 'the over 
thereof, 1 Pet. 5. 2» We vowed at our Ording. 
#5] Ordinat. Fion, { *] With alt faithful dilipence to uſe both publick 
Office, Inter- aug private Admonitions and Exhortations, xs well to 
r08-+ the ſich as to the whole, 'within our Cives, as nets ſhil 
require, and occafion be pivey, Many and great are 
the benefits of this work of the Miniſtry, faithfully 
diſcharged on our part, and duly complicd-with by 
the People. By this means may we reſolve their 
particular Doubts and Scrupley; reQy 'their' Er- 
rors and Prejudices ; help them to' judze _ 
tially in their own caſe ; inculcate good Thoug, ts; 
animate good Purpoles; regulate their Zeal; forrify 
them againſt their moſt powerful Temptations; com: 
fore thein in'their Sorrows, and confirin their Hopes; 
and, by fome one. private Conference, more ad. 
vance their ſpiritual Eſtate, than by many publick 
| Sermons. And for theſe purpoſes ought we ro be ac- 
<qulziny with our Hedple, warching for opportunities 
ro:do them what good 'we'can'; and giving thern've 
calion and etcauragement' to uſe us as Guides and 

4 Helpers, though noe-Maſters, of their Faith. Wo 

| te God \men would duly confider, that the Sac 

Miniſtry may be profitably uſed, beyond the publick 

| | Eoin of-it'; andithar, if they Reer amiſs throu! 
\h contempt of the Pilot's skil, —_—_ guilty of th 


own ruine ; obnoxious to God for the negke@ of his 
gracious Proviſion; and periſh m their Pride or 
Prefumprtion. 

4thhy, 


£7... mon wv a .c. 
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athly, The benefit of great and. good. Ex- 
amples..is. readily owned 3, and ſuch ,,; in, a ;fio- 
ular -manner,, the, Minitters, of Chriſt are; de; 
igned to! be. They muſt be Enfarples to , the 
Flock, 1 Pet. 5. 3+ (bewing themſelves, in all things, 
patterns of good works, muſt carefully 
look, that .there be a good dgreement between 
our /Do@trive ;and/; our. Praftice ; leſt wwe teach 


our People: to ,be Unbelievers: and jAtheiſts : 
whilſt they conſider. us.as a ſort of Sophiſters, 
that would impole upon them, what they plain-, 


ly ſee, we do not; be | 
As [? ],, Bleſſed is. that good 
and faithful Servant', who keep:th 
the Commandments of God, and 
reacheth men ſo : he ſhall be great 
(i.e. his Reward ſhall be ſo) 
in the Kingdom: of . Heaven. _ And 
though an Age of general :Li- 
ceatiouſneſs, and wherein good 
Diſcipline is altogether relaxed , 
doth but little recommend *haly 
Inſtitutions; _ yer eyen theg 1t 


leve our. 


OI of - | 
0 P | Kanly mo iu The. fdy 
© Aigay Toy © bs 34 dv Toney 
%; NE, $70 wiyas Us Th fa- 
ox, Ignat. ad Epheſ. 
ui autem dicunt tantiom, non fa- 
ciunt., ipſs preceptis ſuis detrahunt 
pondus, , Quis enim obtemperet , cum 
ipſe prceptorer* doceant non obtem« 
' perare # ' Bonwns (eff nef!a & honeſta 
pracipere ; ſed niſi & facias menda- 
erin! eft : Incongruum atque in:ptum 
et, non in peftore ſid in labiir habere 


bonitatem, Lattant.\!. 3. c. 16. 


is viſible, that. the ſacred Miniſtry is D check 


and bridle to the Vices of men; reſtraining 
them from the havock which they would other- 
wiſe-make of all -Godliseſs..and; Sobriety. Bur I 
ſhould; ;exceed may: limits;;; if. 1 ſhould, progeed to 
unfold Q what fignal ufe it 15, .to have an Or« 
der of men eminently holy , both, in. profeſſion 
and life. And thele;, Lally, under the Sacred 
= Obligations 
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Obligations of their Office, and (as they will 
render '8 good” account thereof ) ingaged to be 
conſtant 'Interceſſors' for the :"'to pray 
continually 'and fervently for thoſe under their 
Charge, and for the good ſucceſs of 'their Mini. 
ſtry among them. 


What hath been faid; fhall fufftce to evince 
pf], ev? importance, and ' ſigns ufefulneſs of 
che” facred Miniſtry; arid to admoniſh us, that - 
we prophane not the — — th our Office, by 
ſubfirating from the Utiliry thereof. Always. 
remembring, that »ſe/ef5 Authority or Power is 
feorn'd” by wiſe "men, and' hated of' all : But 
the Mint of God for goox, ſhall (beſides his 
Reward in Heaven) have eſteem and love from 
men, for the benefit they receive from him. 


5thlz,. We obſerve: from the words, the neceſſity 
of conmtinaing- the Work of che Miniſtry in the 
Church of Chriſt, . For it muſt laft as long as the 
Church can be ediffed ; till it be confurmared by it. 
Tilt we aff come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
kpowledge of the Son of Goa, nnto a perfett man, unti 
the meaſure of rhe ftlature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
v.13 7: 


' The Extraorditizry '*Fan&jons' of Apoſttes; 
Prophets ,” and” Evangeliſts,, ceaſed with Ho rea- 
fon and occaſion ,of them'; bur the Ordina 

Miniftry of Paftors and Teachers muſt abide 
for: ever in the' Charch ; becanſe: ever m_ 
2; = 


DE ———— 
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for it St. Paw in "his Epifttes t6 Timothy and 
Ti , - preſcribes the Qualifications of: Petons t6 
be ordaifed” unto the /facred Miniſtry's #nd theſe 


have nothing in twins extrabrifitary 5 fequire: 
not the Gifts | of Tongues; 'or Miridles, or of 


Diſcerning Sptrits; are not approprate to any 
one Age, bur deſcribe the Perſons that will be 
neceſſary, and uſeful, through all ſucceeding Ages 
of the Charch, [4] | 

Our Bleſſed 'Lord hath made provifions for 
the lafting needs of his Church ; that his Houfe- 
hold may not want Stewe#ds, nor his Flock Pa- 
flors, nor his Works (whidh'is rhe ſalvation of men 
by the knowledge of the trutHf thole- that ſhould 
habbur therein. S6' long as' there: muſt-be Chriſtie 


[4] Se 1 Tim, 


J- 
Tit. 1. 6, &c. 


Aſſemblies held, there mwſt be an Order of mer © 


i officiate in them : a Church ant a Paſtor , or 
2 Congregation and a' Miniſter; being it righr 
jaſon neceſſary Relatives, as well as in fa& ant 
vge derived from Printitive and Apdſtolicaf 
oratkice. Publick Preaching (whatever forme: 6b- 
A) will be necdful, ſs long as men art born 
pnorant, live victouſly, or remain imperfect; Yy 
on as there 15 error, witkedtiels, *and' Weakthuls 
mo the' Clurelf;- {6' long as' _ 1s a fecttar life 
to divert mer fron their holy purpoſes ;* a De: 
it tof teaſe, Sianters to entice, or Hertticks'ts 
ldce. '- The Ulefulheſs: '&f this Miniſtratipn'' 1s 
dy Bog by | mug "iÞy Ret "in 
Chittiatilth ; "and! are 'zhe Heorkti nd* Vicious 
have 'the- REfÞ © pretenite, of btitif” about,” Ord 
mores, and® of Bavirng ſaperRYed EINE 
C 2 0 
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of - Teaching and - Exhortatjon.:,; They - who-' are 
ſo,, willing: to, forget their , kaown Duty , need 
ſach:, Manitors ; tg. (ſtir, them up by; way. of re- 
membrance z ; and it 1s. the force and: reſtraint. of 
fuch, Admoninons- which they feel , that makes. 
them ſo deſirous to be rid of them. -- $9 that the 


_ ſort of, the men who are the only Cavillers a+ 


aiaft frequent; Preachiag,, ; is next 'to. a. demon- 
ration of the uſefulneſs thereof : Men; who are 
very induſtrious. either, to debauch, or expole 
the Clergy ; ſecretly hating them. for the Au- 
tharity of their DoQrine, and. Influence of their 
Example ;;. not: valuing.:.any - part of | thezr Ok 
fice-, 'unleſs, . perhaps, their. lalt - miniſtration of 
Prayers, andi, the Holy Communion . upon the 
approach of Death ; fooliſhly , truſting eo that 
which can leaſt help them ; and imagining to 
Parc up a -wicked. and» ungodly Life, with a re- 
igious -End., . For, the ve.nfothe Miniſtry is; in 
the time, of life. and: health, by; publick,;Preach- 
ing,..and private  Admonitions ; ' by good Exam- 
ple, and wile Application; to lay reſtraints on 
the vicious, Inclinations of .men, and to cheriſh 
their; ,. virtuous :Diſpoſitions. and Purpoſes : and 
by,” renewing .holy, impreſſions. upon.; their Spi- 
Tits, ,to form, them: by degrees into a fixed Reli- 
gious Temper.;, by reiterated Perfuaſions to- pre- 
vail. with them, to 1givg,,up' themſelves unto, 
apd become. ſingers, Diſciples. and - Followers, of 
the... oly.. Jeſys. ., They,| who: relit - this. Grace 
of God, | cannpt,; love the-;laſtryments, 'of it ; 
but they who. receive, the Grace, of. God, and 


the 
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the benefit of our Miniſtry, will always give 
him thanks for, and acknowledge the uſefulneſs 
of ſuch Authorized Guides in their way to 
Heaven. | 


But 1 diſiniſs this, intending to ſpeak ſome. 
what more.large'y of the laſt Remark or Obſer. 
vation, which will contain a, particular Addreſs 


to us of the Clergy. Viz. 


- 6:hly, If - the Edification and Perfection of 
Chriſtians te the end of our Miniſtry, then we 
may note, what diligent Application, and holy 
Prudence is neceſſary ;: that we may Jevel every 
Exerciſe of our. Function at that Mark ;* and 
neither ſhoot beſide, nor {ſhort of it. For we 
have not only ſuch varicty, but alſo ſuch con- 
tradiction . of, Tempers,'to deal; withal , that 
whilſt . we ſeek the edificatiqn .gt:,one, fort, we 
are in danger of offending and, deſtrgying others. 
Give me leave to lay before you ſomg of the 
difficulr Cales of our Miniſtry ; not 'to' diſcou- 
rage, . but caution.; to.,add fervour . unto, .our 
Prayers for the; Divine Afſiftanca, and to ex- 
cite a ſtudious . applicarian,, and, prudent, dili- 
gence, that we may not do the Work of our Lord 
negligently, nor. betray the Truſt committed to our 


harge, | | 
_ As for-inſtance,; 1n preaching, (whatever, ſome 
imagine) it is no ſuch eaſie matter to ſhew, our 


ſelves. Workmen that., need. not be aſpamed , rightly 
| | | diuiaing 


is 


———— 


9 


A Swmow Preacbed ar the l 


diueding the word f God f"]; for if we imploy 
but litrle pains and thowghts about the buſineſs, 
how' can we: expet that God ſhould fr, or 
the People regard , what we our ſelves / /rrfle 
withal? And yet if we be very ſtudious and 
thoughtful , ir is odds but we fhall overdo ; 
and though we may edify our ſelves, ſhall be 
Barbarians to the. Congregation , and ſpeak nnto 


[7] 1 Cor. 14. the Air ['*]. There is a looſe way of talking 


that profiteth none ; and there is a cloſeneſs of 
reaſoning, too elaborate for common underſtand- 


ings. 


Again; If Pulpits affeQt the -Pomp and Dreſs 
of the Stage, who can forbear conctading , That 
the AQtors ypon either have much the fame 
deſign, 7. e. ' Applauſe and Money ? And yet 
oh the other hand, there. is a flovenly dreſs 
and 'meen , that by the Miniſtry , and 
gives too great occaſion for the Contempt of 
ie Clergy. 


Farther; If we neglet to, enforce our Ex- 
hortations and Inſtructions. with ' pertinent Ci- 
tations of Holy 'Seripture, we Preach with- 
out * Authority and Ffett, as to the general 
ty, whoſe Conſciences are: readily commanded 
by the Word of God, when their Underſtand: 
ings-.can't reach the Force ,of an Ariificial Ar- 
2ument, ; And yet if” we "deliver in' Scriptures. 
oy Number , rather than Weight, or multiply 
Sacred Phraſes, without their proper ſenſe , 

we 


— 
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we oppreſs and nauſeate ſome of our Audi- 
tors, and expole the Sacred Oracles, and our 
ſelves. | 


If we accuſtom our ſelves altogether to Ge- 
neral Diſcourſes, and Soft Harangeues; to what 
purpoſe is it thus to /roke the Conſciences of 
our people / as a Reverend Prelate of our Church 
expreſſeth it ), with Feathers dipt im Oyl? Yer if 
we be very particular, and mightily fervent, 
there be ſome whom we ſhall exaſperate, in- 
ſtead of perſuading, or who will be more apt to 
ridicule the indiſcreer Fervour of. the Preacher, 
than to weigh the Truth and Importance of the 
Exhortation, 


If we deſcend not to the particular eſtates of 


mens fouls, and their Caſes of Conſciegce,'. we 


harden them in their folly , or abandon them to 
their Doubts and Scruples, without remedy. And 
yet Sermons that are very Caſ#iſtical, ( by a muiſ- 
application almoſt inevitable) are in great dan- 

r of doing more harm than good. lr is hard to 
Carmi any Caſe by General Rules, becauſe e: 
very man's Caſe is diverſified by Particular Cir- 
cumltances. 


Again; If in our Sermons we do not exhibit 


Rational and Judicions Notions of the Chriſtian 


Religion, we furniſh Spore to the Prophane, and' 
give Scandal to the Thinking: Theſe we. pro- 


voke to go over to the Party of the Deiſts, 
if 
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if at. any time we obtrude upon them rrifling 
and filly, or miſ-ſhapen and monſtrous Notions 
of the Chriſtian Faith and DoCtrine. Yet on 
the other hand, if we depart but a little from 
the vulgar prejudices , popular ſchemes and modes 
of ſpeaking, we are preſently ſuſpeCted, or de. 
ſpiſed by another fort of men, and loſe with 
their eſteem of us, our advantage of edifying 
them, — : | 


If we foar aloft into 'the Clouds, deal much 
in Myſteries, we ſhall tickle ſome, who ima. 
gine themſelves wrapp'd into - Heaven, by fuch 
Diſcourſes, and admire becauſe they © do not 
#plerſtind; but then' we diſguſt the wiſer fort 
of Auditors, and we profit none. Yet if we 
treat of the common Practical things in a 
plain and familiar manner , this is apt to 
be deſpiſed' by many, as a mean Performance; 
becauſe we tell no News, we merit not 4- 
tention. 


But I have ſaid more than enough upon this 
Head ,” to ſhew the difficulties atrending our 
Miniſtry, .and requiring our Study and Pru- 
dence 3 and that it is not ſo ſlighty a buſineſs 
(to him that will diſcharge a good Conſcience ) 
to, provide an hours talk for Suaadzy, We are 
perhaps, at the ſame time to deal with perſons 


thiat hate Preaching, becauſe ir diſturbs their Con- 


{ſcience ;'' and 'meditate Revenge on tlie Sermon 
by Expoſing 1t; and with others who are excel: 


———— 
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ſively: fond of Preaching , bur: iit ſuch. a faſhi- 
on and drels, as the Prophane can eaſily rij- 
dicyle. We are at once to. treat with, and 

huade ,- the Judiciqus ' and the'" Ignorant, the 
Ifmorous and the Confident , rhe 1ngenuous and 
the Stubborh ; ſuch whom nothitig .can awa- 
ken, but the Terrors of the Lord, and the 'Dam- 
nation of Hell ; and*. ſich. too, whoſe Faith in 
Gad , we deſperately fhake, 'if we offer to graft 
vpon it' any. terrible opinions of hint. © Bat f diſ- 
miſs this, and will be more brief in the follow- 
ing Inſtances. EN nt; 


-"If we Catcchiſe, not diligently, we negteX& our 

uty,, and omit what 'feemeth' an" important 
work of our Mtniftry ; Yer ,if we do it at all, 
we know not To ho purpoſe, "tor "which are 


the propereſt Methods , becauſe we can get no 
account of the Succefs of any. They 'who are 
ſei to be Catechiſed , are too ſmall ro receive 
any great benefit thereby ; and they who might 
eceive it, will nor come for it.” 


Again ; In viſiting fick beds,"\ve can do but 
little; yet often do too! much”; and by *6ur 
tendernels to the dying , betray the living 
into faiſe ::ſecurities. Whilſt: we are'!- intent 
to: Cheriſh epod beginaings , we are in) danger 
of  entquragng., a preſurmiptuous :dependance 'ups 


Of | ar good. exdy ( as they (call tt; 9. e:; ' 


Death-bed - Contrition:,, with the. iMinifter's 1s 
Office ; and the Choe A 
cient 
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ficient and fafe Plank for Shipwrack'd Souls, 


Our Converſation allo is a weighty ſub. 
jet of our Prudence and Care; that we may 
edifie by our Example, as well as our Do- 
Arine. If we keep at a diſtance* from the 
people, we give them occaſion to think us 
Proud, and themſelves. deſpiſed : And if we 
be very. familiar, we are. in danger of loſing 
that Reverence and Authority which recom: 
mends -our Advices and Inſtructions to them, 
If we ſhut up our ſelves from Converfa- 
tion, or be moroſe and ſour in it, we 
miſreprefent our Maſter, and his holy Rgligi 
on: - And there be thoſe that -will not + fail 
to impute ſuch Monkiſhnels to the Marori- 
Ons 4a of that Tribe, . Ignorance. and 
Hypocrifge, But if we uſe our Liberty, and 
converſe freely, what wigilant CircumſpeQi- 
'on, and ſri Guard, will be always neceſ- 
lary, to ſecure decor-w in our ſelves, ang 
that we be not Witneſſes or Allowers © 
the. Extravagancies- of others, nor give them 
encouragement to paſs their bounds ? 


Finally ; in the' very . demanding: of our 
Dues, we meet with difficulties, and have 
need of Prudence: If we do it with Ri 
gour., or: 'but ExaQtneſs, that is apt to cre- 
ate a Prejudice againſt our Perſons and our 
InſtruQtions;. and it we. be remiſs, ' then they 
'% that 
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that cheat us, learn thereby to undervalue and 
think meanly of us. 


Theſe, and many - more , are the Difficul. 
ties that Tequire our. Wiſdom, and will em- 
ploy our - moſt prudent” application: For it 'is 
given us in charge, That no man deſpiſe us, 
Titus 2. 15, And that we give no offence in 
any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed , 2 Cor. 
6. .3- Neither is it ow Reputation only that 
is at ſtake, but the Credit of Chrif®s Re- 
ligion , the Intereſſ of hs Kingdom, and the 
Salvation of the Souls committed to our 
Charge : For whom, if we do not faithfully £ 


bend our felves to do the beſt we can, we & 


are guilty both of their deſtrution , and our 
own. 


It cannot be expected that I ſhould pre- 
ſcribe Rules to the forementioned caſes ; that 
is the ſubject of each ones Perſonal Wiſdom 
ind Study, according to the Gift beſtowed 
upon him. But let the conſideration of our 
important Charge, and the Difficulties that at- 
tend it , effeCtually prevail with us, rw fir 
wp the gift of God that i in 
w [ * ]; by diligent Study, [*7] 2 Tim. 1. 6, 
by aſſiduous Attendance on our 4. 14. 
Miniſtry, and ( above all) by 
continual Supplication and Prayer. 
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that giveth wiſdom liberally to all that. 


ask, will not deny his immzadiate Servants the 
meaſure 'necefſary ; far the: diſcharge of that Of. 
five which he hatlr 1nveffed: 'thenu withal. © Our 
Lord;, whoſe :Ambafſadours: we';are , hath- pro- 


miſed to. ':g7ve 


15 .4 mouth,, and wiſdom', which 


all our Adverſaries ſhall wot be able. to - gainſay 
or veſift ; Juke 21. 15. We may therefore pray 
in faith, for; extraordinary afliltance upon extra: 
ordinary... Emergencies: ; and: for. the” Condut 
and: Succeſs: of :faithful and welkadviſed ' -ndea- 


vours 4n ordinary - Calcs. 


Let us then join. de- 


vout and fenvent Prayer . to affiduous * Study : 


[ » ] Continually;. ts pray 
for the heavenly Aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Gholt from 
God the Father ,, by the 
mediation of our only Mey 
di.tor and Sayiour, fFelus, 
Chriſt ; that by daily read: 


ing and weighing of the Scripy / 
tures, ye may' wax. riperatid: 


{ironger in your - Miniljry,, 


To be diligent in Prayers, 
and in reading of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and in ſuch 


Studies as help to the know- -- P 
ledge of the ſame; laying 
alide the ſtudy of the World , 
and the Fleſh. Ordination of 
Prieſts. 


remembring always the Vows 
F* 7]. of God that are upoii'; us; 
and that we are mot /ufficient 
for theſe thines. Let us charge 


' our: ſelves with the owenſtabte of 


the Flock, as' thoſe who ant 
render an iiatcount of them : | be 
{ſure to make” their: edification 
our Defign ;: to [have their pro- 


\fiting in' wiſdom and holineſs, 
i ſerious confideration and: chief 


regard, See that every. Sermon 
of. 'ours. bw” frawht with ſome 
pivus Deſign ; ' accommodated to 
thei People with) our - beſt ' skilll; 
and offered unto. God for his 
Bleſſing, Let us ſpeak as the 
Meſſewzers of God, and as be- 
cometh 


2 Primary Vifetation, 


Se 25 


— 


cometh the Majeſty of Divine 
Truth E.*'];, Not with oftenta- 
tion 'of Wit or, Eloquence, nor 
dealing in curious Speculations, 
or; fruglels '; Controverſies, z but 


endeavoiring ro faſten 1MPOFtant ' fitare ſplids,” Cypr. Ep, "A 


Truths ,in the. Contcienecs of 
others with all that Authority 
and venerable regard that. they 
have, or ought to have 1n our 
wn. Let our Sermons be atte- 
Qionate, but weighty ; our Zeal 
diſcreet, and tempered with a 
ſenſe of humane Infirmities and 
Prejudices 3 but yet our meen 
and fervour. ſuch , as may ma- 
nifeſt that we are in earneſt, and 
executing the Truſt we have 
received from God, Let us be 
very careful. that we may be 
Enſampl:'s to the Flock ; 


— 


[*] Nor Giſerta ſed fore 
tla; now ad' andientie popula- 
ris illecebrans culty, ſermme fu 
cata, .ſed .a# divinam indul- 
gentiarh freligandam rudi ve- 


Crim (ds bh ab oftenta- 
tione ſubmotis agitur , quid 
dicatur ſpectandum eſt, non 
quali amenitate dicatur 3 nec 
quid anres commulceat , ſed 
quas adferat andientibus mili- 
tates : diſſoluti pectoris eft, in 
rebus ſeriis querere voluptatem 3 
O cum tibi fit ratio cum male 
ſe habentabus & egris, ſonos 
auribus infundere dulciores , 
non medicinam vulneribus ad- 
movere, Arnob. adv, Gent, 


oft humble and hearty 


devotion in the Church.,. and of blameleſs and 
uſeful Converſarion obt of it: Let us converſe 
under a conſtant Guard, and with a ſenſe of 
the decorum that befits - our Character , and 
may adorn our Miniſtry, Fly the Converſation 


of debauched and vain Perſons ; and ” the = 
tuous and well-diſpoſed lee that we love their 
Company; - Be forward-1o all good Offices a- 
mongſt our People, and flow even to meceſſary 
Contentions and Suits. 


In 


_—. 


[—— 


_  # Sermon Preached at the &C. 


— 


A ——o— 


In a word, Let us ever aim at doing good ; 
at ſoberly and adviſedly, and pray conktanely to 
our Heavenly Lord and Maſter for dire&ion and 
aſſiſtance ; and this general care of our Duty 
will entitle us to the help of God, and procure 
us wiſdom from him ſufficient for the difficult 
Inſtances of it. 


4a « Mk oo «a. a> S * 


